[Your MP]
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

xxxx February 2026

Dear xxxxx,

Cuts to funding for astronomy and space science

I am writing to you as [a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society / an amateur astronomer – use the second if you are not FRAS], to make you aware of the drastic cuts proposed by the Science and Technology Facilities Council (STFC) for funding for astronomy and space science. These amount to 30% overall, and project groups have been asked to plan for cuts of up to 60%.

As a constituent I would like to ask you for your support in pressing the Government to reverse these measures, the scale of which are without precedent in modern times.

At the moment I am [employed as / studying] / I retired after xxxx years of employment in… [Please give your occupation briefly – if this is outside of astronomy please describe how you benefited from your time in the field, for example in transferable skills or technology crossover. If you represent an institution with an astronomy group in the constituency – please say so.]

The structure of STFC, which bundles together facilities, grant funding for astronomy, and particle and nuclear physics, and international subscriptions to major science projects such as CERN and the European Southern Observatory, has been flawed since its creation in 2008. Unlike in other research councils, STFC science grant funding is directly in competition with facilities facing rising costs through energy budgets, for example, and is also impacted by changes in exchange rates. The facilities are used by many other disciplines, from physics to medicine, and yet astronomy (and particle and nuclear physics), are the only areas expected to make savings to offset these costs.

Astronomy is a subject proven to inspire the wider population, and younger people in particular, many of whom go on to pursue careers in science as a result. For the UK, astronomy is an international success story. We are ranked fourth in the world in citations of astronomy research papers – a testament to the current strength we enjoy in this discipline, and one of the reasons that many leading scientists from around the world choose to collaborate with UK groups and in some cases to move here, knowing that they are working in a country that values their work.

The proposed cuts directly contradict the positive support for science put out by the Government and its predecessors for at least the last quarter of a century. If they are implemented, we have no doubt that our global leadership in astronomy and space science will come to an end – the UK will be seen as a country that chose to defund one of its most successful areas of research.

The cuts also carry a human cost, with ramifications for economic growth. They will result in a curtailment of opportunities for students to pursue PhD programmes, and for graduates from those to access postdoctoral positions. Those early career researchers are likely to seek opportunities overseas, or simply to leave science altogether.

In the face of this potential catastrophe for a leading area of science, can I rely on your support to oppose the cuts – and to use your influence to lobby ministers to change course?

Yours sincerely,
