
Time Mins Speaker Subject

10:00-10:30 30 Coffee

10:30 - 10:50 20
Sadhbh Leahy
DIAS Dunsink Observatory

Welcome and Intro
Public Engagement in Dunsink Observatory from 1785 - Present

10:50 - 11:20 30
Louise Devoy (Invited)
Royal Museums Greenwich Making historic observatories accessible to all

11:20 - 11:35 15
Pam Rowden
Royal Astronomical Society Irish observatories as reflected in MNRAS

11:35 - 11:45 10 Break

11:45 - 12:00 15
Peter Gallagher
DIAS Dunsink Observatory Birr Castle Astronomy - public engagement

12:00 - 12:15 15

Patrícia F. Spinelli
Museum of Astronomy and 
Related Sciences

Preserving the Past, Inspiring the Present: The Role of Historically Valuable Telescopes in Science Communication
(REMOTE)

12:15 - 12:30 15
Abi Ashton 
Royal Observatory Edinburgh

Opening the doors of a working, historical observatory
(REMOTE)

12:30 - 12:45 15
Anne-Marie Weijmans 
University of St Andrews From empty dome to art installation space: engaging with astronomy and art at the Observatory of St Andrews

12:45 - 13:00 15

Lightning talks
Erin Manson 
Queen's University Belfast

75 Years of the Armagh-Dunsink-Harvard Telescope: The Geopolitically Networked Heritage of Armagh and 
Dunsink Observatories Astronomy at Boyden Observatory, South Africa from 1950-1978

Rok Nežič 
Armagh Observatory & 
Planetarium The Universe is Alive Here: The trials and triumphs of tours at Armagh Observatory
Bill Barton 
Orwell Astronomical Society 150 Years of Astronomy at Orwell Park

13:00 - 14:00 60 Lunch

14:00 - 14:30 30

Matthew McMahon (Invited)
Armagh Observatory & 
Planetarium Surveying the Astronomical Observatories of Ireland Telescopes: An Instrument Network

14:30 - 14:45 15

Ilaria Arosio
INAF - Osservatorio 
Astronomico di Brera MARSS: MusAB in Augmented Reality from Science to Society

14:45 - 15:00 15
Niall Smith
Blackrock Castle Observatory Thoughts on how observatories can have broad impact in society – a case study of Blackrock Castle Observatory

15:00 - 15:45 15
Martin Ward 
Durham University Durham University Observatory: Past, Present and Future

15:15 - 15:30 15

Michael Burton 
Armagh Observatory & 
Planetarium Astronomical Observatories of Ireland and UNESCO 

15:30 5
Peter Gallagher
DIAS Dunsink Observatory Closing Remarks - Peter Gallagher

15:35 30 Tea


